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Abstract; N — nitrosamines are well-known strong carcinogens in the world. The related surveys
and researches in China and overseas indicated the wide existence of nitrosamines in food and drinking
water, which led to great threat to public health. Their concentrations were extraordinarily high in the
pickled vegetables, meat products, seafood products, milk products, beer, moldy food and drinking wa-
ter in some local areas. In this paper, the basic properties, source and formation conditions of nitrosa-
mines were introduced. Their detection reports in food and drinking water were summarized. The methods
and measures to prevent nitrosamine from forming in food and drinking water were also concluded. Some
prospections were given to improve the safety of food and drinking water to protect the public health.
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