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Rapid Start-up of Anammox in a Pilot-scale Sequencing Batch Biofilm
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Abstract: A pilot-scale sequencing batch biofilm reactor ( SBBR) was applied to start up
anaerobic ammonium oxidation ( Anammox) at temperature of 25 =32 C, pH of 7.6 —8.3, and with a
small amount of Anammox bacteria addition. The Anammox reactor was successfully started up after 120
days. The removal loading rate of TN reached to 0.41 kgN/(m’ - d), with the NH;” — N removal rate of
81.45% and NO, - N removal rate of 99.00% . The ratio of ammonium removal, nitrite removal and
nitrate production was 1 @ 1.39 : 0.25. The Anammox dominated in the SBBR with a reaction rate of
0.103 kgN/(kgVSS + d), and weak nitrite denitrification also occurred. The activity of hydrazine-
oxidizing enzyme in biofilm was significantly higher than that of suspended sludge in the reactor, which
indicated that the filler had a good enrichment effect of Anammox bacteria. After acclimation, the
microbial community structure and abundance of the inoculated sludge were significantly changed, and

the content of Anammox bacteria reached 23. 57% in the stable operation stage, which became the

dominant species in SBBR.
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Fig. 1 Schematic diagram of pilot-scale SBBR

1.2 #E#MiTREIRIEAK

R YR B A AR N S AR 1 15 K AR B 5 e
A7, FER S R g8 P MLSS 24 9.76 ¢/L, MLVSS
1 3.52 g/L,MLVSS/MLSS 4 0.36, T J i 283
B4 35 R, — RIS /MK 37 19 Anammox
15l 1 L(MLSS 3 9.34 ¢/L) , VAT 22 B
#(NRR) 7 0.40 kgN/(m* - d), {56k A TR
K, EIBAT TOLR KK T L2 1,

F1 RRBEIETIREEAKR

Tab.1 Operation conditions of the reactor at different phases

JR BRI SR A | S B A | AR 1B AT A

- H (1~48 d)| (49 ~67 d) | (68 ~88 d) (89 ~120 d)
NH, -N| 40~60 | 60 ~80 90 ~ 180 180
NO, -N| 50 ~70 70 ~ 100 130 ~200 200
NaHCO, 500 500 800 1 000
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AL 7K HLAL 25 43 14 T o) SR - Strous 251 g
JrE L, NaHCO, 4575 Tt 4, MgSO, g 200
mg/L,KH,PO, & 10 mg/L,CaCl, 25 5 mg/L, i#{iE T
1 . 0510 mL/L, H, f#EcE [ :EDTA fl
FeSO, $°45.0 g/L;fit o % [l :EDTA 25 5.0 ¢/L,
H,BO, 4 0. 014 ¢/L,ZnSO, - 7TH,0 3} 0. 43 ¢/L,
CoCl, » 7TH,0 7 0. 24 g/L, MnCl, - 4H,0 % 0. 99
g/L,CuS0, - 5H,0 4 0.25 g/L,NaMoO, - 2H,0 ¥
0.22 g/L, NaSeO, - 10H,0 3} 0. 21 ¢/L, NiCl, -
6H,0 4 0.19 ¢/L,NaWO, - 2H,0 %7 0.05 g/L., pH
(R TV ER R IR o it 24 240k Tl 2
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1.3.1  HHUAR bR T T vk

NH, - N9 [RIAH o 0 BE v s NOS - N B
B EEE NO, - NN - (1 - 2858 - 2%
A3 G RE v s MLSS \ MLVSS . # £ 125 ; pH {f R
WTW pH330i 4L,
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SBBR PNIER} V5 Ul i A VRN SEURL 2 1 AE P
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XoF RN g T e AT U R D, DL IE
Anammox .75 1) i 220 4% A5 S it 006 P o 3 PR 2
Z MR A I 5 7 v o 0 O R A O
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Tab.2 Synthetic wastewater used for measuring nitrogen

remova] performance, mg . L_]
mooH | REEEMN | AR | AR
NH; -N 50 0 0
NO, -N 65 50 0
NO; -N 0 0 30
NaHCO, 200 200 200
TN 0 90 90

1.3.4  HIBEHIR S HZO MM

FERR B 1B AT B B, ORI A N AT T e Rl R 7K
AN RRBE AL (1 38:0 ~ 10 em, H13%5:50 ~60 cm, T
#R:110 ~ 120 em) JFUR} I A= W BEAE it 2F 4 7 R il 4 1
e HZO 3Eem e
1.3.5  Miseq =i il J5 43 B ik

IR TRV g E M A 5 1 R % Anammox
FOEIB1TE 110 JRAERE N , SR AERE 5 B PR IE K2 b

arhiGIRAL T8 AR A IRAS . AR EL DNA Y $2 1
S FastPrep DNA 2 B 7 & . FI F Qubit2. 0
DNA £ 3240751 65 %5 36 9 40 DNA S 1745 o 2, DA
B PCR SR A DNA 1. PCR BiF A5
YRC ARG T Miseq Ml 7 F- 511 V3 - V4 38 H] 51
W1 341F F1805R, F%HR Mlumina 2\ &) Miseq 1Y #:/E
BERAXTIE U cDNA SCPE#HEAT 2 x 300 bp 157 i &1
7, ] CASAVA 1.8 B, B8 97 % R, X AT
2 DNA J7 51 B4 i 47 #8:4E 3 25 85T (OTU) 43
2150, Miseq JUJT JFSUPHE K OTU 4328 i T
AW AR (L) B A BRA W 58 o
2 #R 5%
2.1  Anammox [RIEZSTH

SBBR [ b s 42 Ffis e 5 , 4§ pH HTE 7.6 ~
8.3 JHLIEH 25 ~32 °C, JiHF 120 d 3 se 3K S
FALIIR B, B A ShB Be, AR R SO a i H KA
LRI DL R 5o 4 A2 8 s 3 3
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Fig.2 Performance of SBBR reactor during the whole phase
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HANI AT R AE A, (HIZ B Bext NO, - N &
BRRAUH 10% ~30% , 5 HAbSCik ik NO;, - N
e BE LT 2 O AEAE W] BORIR], X A BE S R RS e
PIPEBTAN R G, ST RO 4% 7K NH - N e B
— R T HEK W B, Anammox % PE AR GEAR I, T J
N g A S 35 R— R/ % 57 B9 Anammox
HIe 1L, DOnR)E stz , S2 8 Anammox FR A PRH
B,

BB L« BT K ARSI HL , B g 251 1B
AbTFIEHL A FRIRAS, BT V8 B R A DL 1 %
He RS, RS AR T Bl A ML B ik . IRR
AL BIVER, 7K NH - N R BTG5 1%
F b KU, I35 Wi G, 70 1% B BER W, /A Bk
HHEIAF] 40 mg/L 245, K NO, — N ¥k &t %
WA, 23 BR BT R, 4E 45 7E 60% ~80% ., fE
O BE I, NH, - N fi NO, — N IR0 5 Hu i 22 B,
FW] Anammox 1 L BN S A I v AE T o

BrEglll: NH, - N #1 NO, - N 2 il B, F
Y EBRAR ) Hy 83. 19% 11 96. 81% ., i Wy B 1%
HE TR B ] 2L BT AL R, IR 4 45 4 kK
NH; =N il NO; - N #¢ & % 160 ~200 mg/L, 5L
P Anammox [F 1P B 5

MrBEIV oz B Be 45 E K NH, - N #1 NO, - N
e BEASAE (43512 180,200 mg/L) | 17K AR 671 fif ik
0.61 keN/(m’ - d), FazEizfriAEI%F NH, - N A
NO,; - N B350k 81.45% F199. 00% , 4R
LBk 0.41 kgN/(m® - d) . NH, - N LG,
NO, - N L& & NO; - N A lEn el 1 -
1.39 : 0.25 G FREE ",

2.2 Boh¥HMBRESITMERTRESTHL

Al TS IRIE S 1 R SNk A B B U
D7 g PN BRI 5 e S FURL R A ISR A T 2R TP A5
Mo YIALHTHA, V50 2 e B0, By 48 H K%
MIPEA SRR, BEE TS e AW 1L V5 Ue 2 i i
VoL N SR ¥ TR N R [ WS S 9 =B 3L Kt EA R
o, J5 iR P e e D R BURDIR 2048 6 1) Anammox §5
Ve, WL 3(a) o s RS 25 U6 — R A
N g, BB HE AT 5 oK Rk iz R A R
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a. YL Anammox {57 b. SR I Anammox {5 &
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Fig.3 Morphology of Anammox sludge

HH ESEM Z3Afr a] 1, 205 e 28 I BORURS , T A
EEUR FPIR BRIRSELEL A, IR 4%, 2Rk
BEE . YHEs ik S22 ek, R,
HEg B, Ay i AR . BRCIR A0 B 2 A e
PRI IT, 5 LR Y Anammox BEHFAE"® o X & B,
S A NPT Ve TR AP 2% , Anammox TR 5 1458
b BTG Je S, SEUR AR AR P B Anammox B
PR — HREFEE(LE4),
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Fig.4 ESEM pictures of sludge in the reactor
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i SBBR & iz AT [A] 5 YL i) Z2 BRAOCR vl 1
i #5 H1 Anammox 5 EFAEH], i TN 9 2 LR T7
. {H NO; —N/NH —N fl NO; - N/NH; - N i
P LU PR (A AT e 22 , AW A7 &84 TN J2&
W RAE AR LR . AT RIERGE R AR E
B AR RN R B AR, DN A H IBORE R A T HE IR
JE g8

Anammox JE P TE W) 5T R B R AF T, RGN
NH, =N NO, — N J¢ TN 313 94 I b iy o3 fie ( D
KS), BA BB, NH - N NO; - N 1 TN #
Rt 2R 43 il o~ 0. 057 5.0. 059 9 F1 0. 103 keN/
(kgVSS - d) ,f£BE#E NH, - N Fl NO, - N [ FEf#,
NO; — N e B2 0 30 /N 57, o B 4 38 7 2. 44
mg/L _ETFZE 9.34 mg/L, K HER N 0.014 7 kgN/
(kgVSS - d) . 3 M FA7ilEH NH - N LR &,
NO, -N Lfr#E NO; - N Az sl 1 e
1.04:0.24.1:1.13:0.21,1:1.08:0.19,5
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Fig.5 Determination of Anammox activity in SBBR

LA ER S AHALPERE - TR AN BT B B, AN A
UL BT /N R R AR, MR JT 46 B9 50. 18
mg/L [EELERET 44. 68 mg/L, [ KK 0. 012
kgN/ (kgVSS - d), A IRA A ALK 20. 03% . #]
D, SO s AT REAF T VA R 3:h AU S A Ak 5 PR AR
AR PR EIVE R, (B A R 8 S A AV T o

TSR L S A AL TR RE « B ORI B, NO; = N Y
HH BT e i, B gty 0. 003 3 kgN/ (kgVSS - d),
IL/NT Anammox FNEASRRER S ALAE FIXF TN 19 2%

AL U g P, RGEXT TN 1 £ B LUK A
S B 7 TS T, (]I % B A R 4 B A Ak T )
M NO, - N A7 S A AL , SR ER 73 TN /Y 225, T
T PRER T AL A R K A
2.4 REFHEIANEEENE

PR E AR (HZO) J& Anammox [ P it 420 5 i
ity , "B REHF Anammox [ I ) P E] - PR & AL A
R, HARPEBE UG AR U M A 5 Anammox B8] Y i 2K
AR FUE [iRV QR 31 )@ A L AL R - et -5
il Anammox & 25 BR Y, AU , 1K 22 S8 A0 B 4 ml
PAFHAREAE Anammox [ 7E R G H A TE ERFEE . i

T X8 P 5 I gt AR I e S HEURL b AR A B ) e 1
R, PRIT Anammox [ 75 52 a4 P AR} B /Y 734
JNRLRE

AR T VAN PR IR 1 = SER R/ NG & S s LI
FA HZO 3514405k 5. 645 .5.375.7. 229 7. 655
pmoleyto — ¢/ (gVSS « min) o Fr L, A [ 7 % ) il T
PEHET Ay < SR B < SO A NS < TR R < JH
BERER

Wi 30 /K T R RS B 3G, AR YR HZO 35 P 5
AW BT AT R AY PR R B K TR, T
TF S L7 fik 40 12 AR, T Anammox T8 J& T K 46
T, RS PR SR AR, T A SR A PR S AT ) T H
o RN ESTHEIFIS IR HZO W1 R ms K T 50k -
FRAR RSN, /N T R KT AR A Wl Y HZO
THE, FEIR 2y 3353 21.91% #126.26% , Ui AT
Fpy ORGSR BUR AL, A MR e 42
T RE M Anammox [, TMJ3X 1F /& SBBR [ #i RE A%
PR S Bl Anammox Y5
2.5 SBBR I Rza%HRis 4 Y BE & A5 AA iR AT
2.5.1 WHEFEARZ

FH e 3 0 P A5 ( DL 3) mT R, I s v 4
TG 98 (S2) S YL AR Anammox 75 )¢ 2 FE 145
$E BAR K, S2 9 OTU %t B Chao . ACE | Shannon ,
Simpson $840{H 1 B 2. K F Anammox #f£ 5, Chao,
ACE ,Shannon . Simpson 5 4(3% B 40 B BE 9% A Fh Y
FE R, Horp F2 5 B 52 Chao F1 ACE 2 n] LIS
FE& & OTU B H M85, TEAE A 22 el TR AN T
Py B, (AR Fe A £ F AT A
SV g e 5 U8 2 Anammox Bl 4E iU, PR RE VR
S50 SRR R W] R B B T R Y L A
BT 63.93% F163.95% .,

%3 SBBR JRzg&H Anammox & =+ E T E SR

Tab.3  Variations of richness and diversity estimators of microbial communities in SBBR reactor

i H JE AL OTU Chao ACE Shannon Simpson
S2 45 872 2 949 3529.75 3641.73 6.40 0.080
Anammox 49 245 995 1273.04 1312.54 3.77 0. 006

Shannon $8%U B T JE T Wy Fh B3 i (0 1V Pl 28
SRR, 5 U O R W RE v I AT 2 A s
Shannon 544145 fk#a % 5 Chao, Ace 8419251k
AR —F, L R B R R FRIERE] T
41.09% . JEH AT RERTG KT K38 2%, oy
AR B AN TR 38 A IR BT A A7 1 B Rl

FI B2, N RIS T RO EVR 2450 S R
JEAIXTH R o T Anammox 5 I T8 Fh K 39 4b T B —
BRI AT T TCHL A FRRES, K5 55 1 4
BET , WIRP TR 4540 B & FEAR XA o
2.5.2 S AR GEREAE RN )2 AT ) AR R

A 3 v A Y, S2 A RS I B 37 A1)

.10 -
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(WLEL6) , i L 1A A2 JE W T ] ( Proteobacteria ) |
B AT 58 ] ( Acidobacteria) \%%725 B | ] ( Chloroflext) 1)
FFEE ] ( Bacteroidetes ) | JEREET 7] ( Firmicutes) \VF 5
1] ( Planctomycetes) . % K BB A DI RERIBUAE YA
G FERE R AR AL AR e 1] 3 i, o5 S B
(17 49.19% , Anammox 5 LA F] 22 4712,
Fe# & 19 A 22 I B TT) ( Proteobacteria ) | I %5 T [
( Planctomycetes ) |, 2 25 B ['] ( Chloroflexi ) . 4% i |']
(Ignavibacteriae) , %} 3\ il AN BEM A P09 3 K1)
R BRI 54.21% , AT . Hoh, A8E
R TAE AR df R 5 i 203 44.99% 127, 12%
T FE39.72% 5 Anammox [ T 7E 1Y 17 25 14 ] & 4 i
S2 FESR Y 3.05% $& 1R & 27. 07% , BEHH KL #8 J
)G Anammox [ % 1A B 42 5 5 il AL IR e T
IR 1. 15% FEAR S 0. 02% , Wil SR 4% IE &7 38
1355 BT TN AL IR HE B T A Bi A A
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L 4/ %
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B 6 RMJmPEAEITKFEENEBFENFEETN
Fig.6  Changes of bacteria composition and relative abundance

at phylum level

BT IRACER o Hr e R 7 s, BRoAR 32K
FHABTH & Z b, AHE i AR B R i 48 A
J& ,S2 15U i o i LA AR AR R A GpT
(4.37% ) .Longilinea(3.99% ) Azoarcus(3.64% ) Fl
Dechloromonas(3.14% ) , % Bl S8 IHE %
AW RACHEFRE , SO IS TR R AR R A A
157K K B A F) T 2% F A 8 1Y A7, Anammox
S e B AL E A Candidatus Kuenenia
(23.57% ) \Bellilinea(15.86% ) Ignaclibacterium(7.6% ) .
Vulcaniibacterium (3. 2% ) ., Candidatus Kuenenia J& S
Anammox T2 WA IR 8 Z — , fe i T =
Pl fin e Ak 1 7K P % it v R 3, HC L) €O, Ay —
Bl i i Ky NO, - N %4 NO; - N ORI AE
233 YL 55 3% 2 )5, Candidatus Kuenenia &5 & K IF
PR, T IR B e A D SR | AT 0 £ B
WAk T A 3 T e RN g N A B AR LA

Anammox K F .
100

80

L 151/%

S2

Anammox

B7 REFHEBERKTELNARFHENEETK
Fig.7 Changes of bacteria composition and relative
abundance at genus level

AP T R E S R T S A K s
FXSFRE AR, Herp A BT A AL T 2 A, 53
A Nitrosomonas Fll Nitrosospira, . HEA 5 & 7 T.
BT BB S R ITE 1% LI, IF R BT R
A UL Anammox T. 25 A 17 254 AF T LA 4k
WRAEIE . SEAERACHHERA 3 F, 70
A Nitrospira , Nitrococcus K Nitrobacter , 7 Anammox
TSV RE i P aX 3 T R 1Y 5 & 2 A 0. 02% |
0.01% F01 0. 01% , 15 HA - S A T J 76 IR SECIRAS H
BT IK

x4 EYBRBRBEXEBEENFEETH

Tab.4  Changes of relative abundance of biological nitrogen

removal genus %
S2 Anammox
i
A MR | X
Nitrosomonas 0.87 0.19
T
e Nitrosospira 0.10 0.06
Nitrospira 1.15 0.02
syl Nitrococcus 0.11 0.01
Nitrobacter 0.11 0.01
Thauera 0.32 0.01
Azoarcus 3.64 0
. Sulfuritalea 0.42 0.02
KAk .
Deniiratisoma 1.09 1.40
Hyphomicrobium 0.18 0.21
Pseudomonas 0.06 0.01
Candidatus Kuenenia 0.01 23.57
RER A ; ;
Candidatus Brocadia 0.04 0

PSR it mh oG 81 B B i A A O 1 s AL AT 6
Ff, $ A g D0 R B N o i) O Azoarcus
Denitratisoma | Sulfuritalea . Thauera . Hyphomicrobium
i Pseudomonas . EF0T5¢ S2 A i v S AE AL T @ 5
NS T1% , 1 Anammox {5 JEFE bl HUE & AU
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1.65% , o, 35 e th AL H i Flr Azoarcus [ i
R, SEH3.64% (EE, BT Anammox T.25H
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