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Abstract: As a long-term and complicated system project, combined sewer overflow ( CSO) con-
trol has always been a ‘blind spot’ or weak point in urban water pollution control in China. Recently,
CSO has gradually become a hot spot as it has close link with the national strategies of sponge city con-
struction and black smelly water treatment. Although CSO has been involved in flood drainage and sponge
city planning, it is still lack of comprehensive understanding of its role in these strategies including its po-
sition, control objectives and control system construction. Based on the extensive experience accumulated
in practice of CSO control plan for decades in the United States, the CSO controlling plan and its devel-
opment in the United States were summarized and analyzed. The corresponding policies and guidelines
were also briefly introduced. Furthermore, different development stages and trends, particularly the major

changes and causes of control strategies of the CSO plan were analyzed via the summarized CSO control
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plans from more than ten cities and regions in the United States. It is expected that the development char-

acteristics of the CSO control plan in many American cities could provide a good reference for CSO control

in China.
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long term control plan in the United States
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Tab.1 €SO control plan objectives and phased overflow

control effect of partial areas and cities in the United States
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Tab.2  Comparison of CSO long term control plan and

integrated municipal stormwater and wastewater planning
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