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Don’ t Despise Nutrient during Treating Rural Wastewater
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Abstract: Using chemical fertilizers and sanitation defects of pit toilets made “nutrient water”
from excreta become “wastewater”, which resulted in needing rural wastewater treatment. When the
international sociely emphasized the blue development with ecology being its core, excreta returning to
farmlands has been thought to be ecological , which was developed and applied by China for almost 5 000
years and established a simply ecological cycle between farmlands and people/livestocks. In other words,
all types of excreta returning to farmlands and the blue economy are the same. If farmers are helped in
excreta returning to farmlands in a more sanitary way, “nutrient water” would not enter grey water, which
could minimize wastewater production and simplify/omit treatment processes. At the same time, the
phosphorus crisis and the greenhouse effect could be alleviated. Moreover, excreta returning to farmlands
is also a way of poverty alleviation by helping farmers develop organic agriculture and produce green

crops. Based on ecological views, nutrient value of excreta, source separation and sanitary returning to
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farmlands, excreta returning to farmlands and organic agriculture, situation of rural wastewater treatment

and transforming governmental investment modes were all discussed in detail.
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